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Case Study

Megayacht HMI Systems
Provide Functionality and Aesthetic Appeal
“The first thing we look at, is aesthetics” explained Mike Blake,
Palladium’s President. Unlike industrial control equipment, for
example, our systems need to make a statement. Technical
capabilities and flexible configuration are important, but at
first blush, we want them to look great.
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Palladium’s innovative monitoring and control
systems continue to evolve—EAO has the
advanced HMI Components to keep pace.

Business Challenge

Palladium Technologies creates sophisticated, eye-catching 
monitoring and control systems for large yachts – megayachts. 
These luxury vessels typically range from 84 feet to 150 feet and 
require control systems that encompass all aspects of mega- 
yacht management, including Internet access, monitoring and 
alarm systems, security systems, and entertainment systems 
throughout the yacht.

Palladium has several world class yacht monitoring and control 
product lines: SiMON®, SiMON2®, Titan, and Apollo. SiMON is 
the flagship product, an integrated and complete monitoring and 
control system that interfaces with the ship’s critical equipment 
including engines, generators, bilge, tanks, batteries, AC electric, 
doors, and more. SiMON has been extended for use with 
iPhones, iTouch, and iPad devices to deliver complete remote 
control. Titan is a product of Palladium’s Electrical Division and 
controls the main AC and DC switchboard, control centre, power 
distribution panels, and power frequency converters. Apollo is 
Palladium’s entertainment control system.

“We work on the bleeding-edge of electronics for all of our 
control systems,” Blake said. “We have key partnerships with 
companies  who can help us meet our clients’ needs with new 
technologies. These technologies become very much a part of 
our toolbox.” “Whether one of our systems is on the bridge or in 
the engine room, everything gleams,” added Blake. “That means 
that our HMI components and systems need to be highly 
functional and pleasing to the eye.”

Solution

EAO provides expertise in the human machine interface (HMI). 
Control systems and switching components are designed to 
exacting ergonomic standards. The goal is to make the interac-
tion between operator and machine safer, easier, more intuitive, 
and productive by understanding the unique needs of operators 
in various application situations. EAO provides Palladium with the 
HMI Components they need for visual appeal, functionality, 
flexibility and reliability. EAO HMI Components are used in each 
of the Palladium product lines and include Series 04 snap action 
switches with one or two independent, self-cleaning contact 
systems. 

According to Jose Antunes, of the electronics division for 
Palladium, EAO switches meet the functional requirements and 
provide the flexibility necessary to configure them in the custom 
configurations found on megayachts. “The flexibility is a key 
feature for me. With a wide selection of switch types and the 

Series 04 flush mount is ideal for 

Palladium’s control systems.

“We look for partners that we
can work with who keep us
pushing the edge of technolo-
gy for our customers and
providing world-class support
for world-class megayachts,”
said Blake.”
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“We work on the bleeding-edge of electronics 
for all of our control systems,” Blake said. Our 
HMI systems need to be highly functional and 
pleasing to the eye.

ability to fit them into a custom configuration, I can meet the 
unique needs of each installation,” Antunes said.

Results

By using EAO HMI components, Palladium can take advantage of 
the following benefits:
 � At-a-glance status indication with highly visible switch 
functions.

 � Sunlight-readable and/or illuminated switches for day and night 
use.

 � High quality appearance with a wide choice of styles, materials, 
and colours. 

 � High reliability switching products to handle low to high current 
ratings.

 � and durable operation that meets and exceeds international 
standards. 

 � Wide range of contact terminals, including solder, plug-in, 
PCB-mount, screw terminals, or ribbon cable. 

 � Shock and vibration protection, resistance to temperature 
extremes.

 � HMI Components that allow Palladium to create modern, 
attractive custom control panels.

 � Worldwide support and service.

“We look for partners that we can work with who keep us 
pushing the edge of technology for our customers and providing 
world-class support for world class megayachts,” said Blake.
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Palladium’s innovative monitor-
ing and control systems 
continue to evolve – EAO has 
the advanced HMI Compo-
nents to keep pace.

It’s important to work with an 
HMI expert who can address 
all the human factors, technical 
and commercial considera-
tions of a complex HMI 
development project.

EAO is a global partner and 
manufacturer of HMI Systems 
and HMI Components to a 
range of markets including 
machinery and automation, 
public transport, automotive 
design, special purpose and 
heavy-duty vehicles, as well as 
many others that involve an 
interaction between humans 
and machines. EAO is here to 
make this interaction innova-
tive, intuitive and reliable.

EAO’s components and 
systems undergo rigorous 
testing to assure reliability, 
repeatability, and long service 
life. EAO is ISO 9001, ISO 
14001, IRIS, and ISO/TS 16949 
certified for automotive and 
other industry requirements.

Series 04 and Series 14 stainless steel switches from EAO are popular for 

marine applications.


