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Case Study

Police Vehicle Conversion Specialists
uses EAO Components for Dashboard Controls
EAO supplies many automotive engineering companies includ-
ing one of the UK’s leading police vehicle conversion special-
ists. Our Series 71 switches are ideal for concealed dashboard 
control panels.
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EAO supplies vehicle modifiers with a range of 
HMI products— ideal for controlling the blue 
lights and other special ‘emergency situation’ 
features.

Business Challenge

The specialist vehicle market spans a diverse range of companies 
from global automotive firms to local engineering companies who 
deal in conversions for the emergency services. 

EAO serves their individual needs with a range of HMI products 
for constructing innovative, reliable and intuitive control panels. 
Components are used typically in control panels for sirens and 
lights, intercoms and communication, powered lifting devices and 
security and vehicle access controls.

Solution

EAO supplies many automotive engineering companies including 
one of the UK’s leading police vehicle conversion specialists. 
They take standard cars and adapt them for law enforcement 
purposes with light bars, sirens, liveries and special undercover 
features like hidden control panels (see below for a typical 
example) for controlling the blue lights and other special ‘emer-
gency situation’ features.

The EAO Series 71 switches are ideal for these types of dash-
board control panel. The modular switch design enables the 
assemblies to be updated or adapted easily and quickly accord-
ing to the end-user’s needs (e.g. for different police forces) by 
using different lenses or legends.

The main switch components - actuators and lenses - snap 
together in a modular way. The contact block is soldered onto the 
PCB and the actuator assembly mounted to it and secured with 
an easy to fit and remove pin. This allows the switches to be built 
into a generic panel to fit all vehicles and then adapted before 
final fitting to the needs of each police force, meeting the specific 
requirements regarding lens colour and markings.

For any post installation changes the easily removed PCB and 
contact block allows for the switch actuator to be easily modified.

Other features like back illumination, larger surface area, versatile 
legending, reassuring tactile feedback and high-reliability contact 
blocks make EAO products the best for these types of switch 
panel.
 
EAO offers a range of legending options including engraved and 
filled legends, ‘secret till lit’ and illuminated white on black. 
Legending is achieved through, engraving, plastic or metal film 
legends or through silk screening and laser etching technology.

Series 71 products are available in a wide choice of actuator 

The dashboard features a con-

cealed control panel.

Series 71 switches are used to con-

trol important ancillary functions.

“The modular switch design 
enables the assemblies to be 
updated or adapted easily and 
quickly according to the 
end-user’s needs (e.g. for 
different police forces) by 
using different lenses or 
legends.”

Company Profile

Customer

Emergency services vehicle 
converters

Market

Specialist vehicles

Application

Emergency situation controls

EAO Series

Series 71 pushbutton assem-
blies
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It’s important to work with an HMI expert 
who can address all the human factors, techni-
cal and commercial considerations of a com-
plex HMI project. EAO is here to make the in-
teraction innovative, intuitive and reliable.

shapes, functions, materials, lenses and mounting styles built to 
the highest quality and design standards. They can be provided 
with special PCB sub-assemblies, engraving, connections and 
terminations according to the customer specific needs.

As both an HMI manufacturer and solutions provider, EAO offers 
a range of services from cabling and connector modifications of 
a standard switch to complete front panels. EAO can supply the 
PCB already fitted with the Series 71 elements, which help speed 
up our customers’ production and assembly process.

It’s important to work with an HMI expert who can address all the 
human factors, technical and commercial considerations of a 
complex HMI development project.

EAO is a global partner and manufacturer of HMI Systems and 
HMI Components to a range of markets including machinery and 
automation, public transport, automotive design, special purpose 
and heavy-duty vehicles, as well as many others that involve an 
interaction between humans and machines. EAO is here to make 
this interaction innovative, intuitive and reliable.

EAO’s components and systems undergo rigorous testing to 
assure reliability, repeatability, and long service life. EAO is ISO 
9001, ISO 14001, IRIS, and ISO/TS 16949 certified for automotive 
and other industry requirements.

Contact

EAO AG
Tannwaldstrasse 88
CH-4601 Olten, Switzerland
Tel. +41 62 286 91 11
Fax +41 62 296 21 62
info@eao.com

More information

www.eao.com/downloads

EAO Series 71 are available in a wide choice of actuators, materials, lenses 

and mounting styles.


